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with a well-defined conception of his prerogatives. At some pains Pitt prepared
a speech for the king's use at his first council meeting ; but to his utter amaze-
ment he was politely informed by George that he " had previously viewed the
subject with some attention, and had himself already prepared the heads of
what he would say at the council table/' It was generally agreed that he
acquitted himself remarkably well on this occasion. His speech was short,
to the point, and delightfully spoken;l and it echoed ominously in the ears
of his Whig ministers.

The loss that I and the nation have sustained by the death of the king, my grand-
father, would have been severely felt at any time ; but coming at so critical a juncture,
and so unexpected, it is by many circumstances augmented, and the weight now
falling on me now much increased : I feel my own insufficiency to support it as I wish ;
but, animated by the tenderest affection for my native country, and by depending
upon the advice, experience, and abilities of your lordships ; on the support of every
honest man ; I enter with cheerfulness into this arduous situation, and shall make it
the business of my life to promote, in everything, the glory and happiness of these
kingdoms, to preserve and strengthen the constitution in both church and state;
and, as I mount the throne in the midst of an expensive but just and necessary war,
I shall endeavour to prosecute it in a manner the most likely to bring on an honourable
and lasting peace.

The phrasing was traditional, but the emphasis on English birth and the refusal
io narrow the support of the crown to the great Whig lords was a novelty which
was highly distasteful to the assembled ministers; and Pitt left the council
meeting greatly distressed, for he had misheard part of the speech and thought
that the king had used the term " a bloody war." The war was " Mr Pitt's
German War:" his one ambition was to make the peace " Mr Pitt's glorious
peace."

George met his first parliament in November 1760 ; and for the second time
he caused his Whig ministers to shift uneasily in their seats. The speech from
the throne, originally drafted by Hardwicke, had been tampered with; and
again emphasis was laid on the king's English birth and his desire to do his
best for his subjects irrespective of their political labels. What caused the
greatest concern was the following interpolation in George's own handwriting:
" Born arid educated in this country I glory in the name of Britain ; and the
peculiar happiness of my life will ever consist in promoting the welfare of a
people, whose loyalty and warm affection to me I consider the greatest and
most permanent security to my throne." Pitt, however, was somewhat reassured
when he heard from the lips of his sovereign that the war was to be relentlessly
pursued until " a safe and honourable peace " could be obtained.

One of George's first thoughts was the perpetuation of his line.   For a

.   > Frederick Prince of Wales had employed Quin the actor to teach his children elocution.